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This week we read Parshat Toldot - the story of Yitzchak Avinu. Yitzchak is a model of quiet, unwavering persistence. In
Middah of the Week we'll read a story that can help explain how the value of the firstbom rights (bechora) changed so quickly in
Eisav's eyes. Until now we've always learned middot (behavior and ethics) and halacha from the tzaddikim in the parsha. This

week's Mitzvah of the Week will teach about kibbud av va'em (honoring one’s father and mother) - something that we can leamn

from...Eisav!

Shabbat Shalom!

Breisheet 25:19-28:9 nav oY

PARSHA IN A NUTSHELL- 1990 0Y2°0

Rivka and Yitzchak were childless, until Hashem
answered their prayers and twins were born: Yaakov and
Eisav. Eisav was born first, but Yaakov followed holding
onto Eisav’s leg. The boys developed differently. Eisav
was an outdoorsman, a hunter, while Yaakov was
scholarly (on, which has several meanings). Once, after
a tiring day in the field, Eisav agreed to sell Yaakov his
bechora (birthright including the privileges of being the

Kibud Av Va'Em - GNY 3R T13°2 NY AP

MITZVAH OF THE WEEK ¥V mnNsn

YaN T2 NI DN NDIID 1IN TR IYY TON)
1722 957 YUY KW AN N O) po =R
Eisav said to his father, “Is there only one

blessing that you have, my father? Father!
Bless me tool”. .. Breishit 27:38

It is none other than Eisav who is one of the
greatest teachers of kibud av va’em (respect for our

bechor) for some lentil stew.
When famine struck Eretz C'naan, Yitzchak
moved to Gerar, where he prospered and collected | |

sheep, cattle and slaves. The Plishtim (Philistines) were

parents). Chaza’l (our sages) discuss with
awe the respect that Eisav displayed towards
his parents. We know that Yaakov feared
.| Eisav because of the many years that Yaakov
had to be away from home and was unable to

jealous of his success and Yitzchak left Gerar, but still
had trouble. The shepherds of Gerar claimed that his
wells were theirs. Yitzchak finally dug an undisputed
well, and named it Refovot. He eventually moved to
Beer Sheva, and made a treaty with Avimelech, the king
of Plishtim (Philistines). Yitzchak followed in Avraham’s
footsteps in many ways, such as the places they lived,
the troubles they faced and more.

Yitzchak wanted to bless Eisav, but Rivka was
opposed. She felt that Yaakov should receive the
pracha. Rivka heard Yitzchak ask Eisav to prepare food
for him and then come and receive the bracha. She
gave Yaakov food that she had prepared, and sent him
dressed in Eisav’s clothes to receive the blessing from
the blind Yitzchak.

Eisav was angry when he discovered that Yaakov
had received their father's blessing. He was only able to
receive a secondary bracha. Eisav planned on killing
Yaakov after Yitzchak's death, but Rivka and Yitzchak sent
Yaakov to the home of Lavan, Rivka's brother in Haran.

SHABBAT TOLDOT 5772

ﬁ ﬁ Candle lighting: Havdala:

Since Sunday is Rosh Chodesh, a special

D Luach Notes haftara is read: Machar Chodesh.
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assist Yitzchak and Rivka. All those years Eisav
continued to stand by them, and help them.

The following are all teachings of Chaza'l which
discuss Eisav’s kibud av va’em (respect for his parents):

e We learn of Hashem'’s love for the mitzvah of kibud
av va'em, from the reward that He grants to those
who fulfill the mitzvah. Eisav attained great wealth
and respect, all because of his dedication to his
parents.

Now, if Eisav, who was a y¥1 (wicked person), was
so nicely rewarded for his kibud av va'em, a person
who respects his parents and fulfills other mitzvot will
surely receive an even greater reward! Midrash
Tanchuma Kedoshim 15

« No one in the world respected his parents as much
as Eisav. It was this trait of his that brought him
tremendous success in this world. Zohar 1:146b

» \When Eisav took care of his parents, he wore clothes
fit for royalty [out of respect]. Pesikta Rabati 24:55

& Eisav wore special clothing when helping his parents.
What is the significance of this? (What does this teach
us?

% We know that Yitzchak was blind. Why does this make
the fact that Eisav put on special clothing when going to
take care of his parents even more significant?

Parsha Primer TOLDOT 5772 1



How much is that worth? NIV NTWO
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Eisav had struck a bargain. He made a deal with
Yaakov to exchange the bechora (bi hright) for a bow! of tasty
lentil soup. After the last drop was gone, Ejsav reconsidered
the deal and realized that he had been robbed! He had
exchanged something of true and lasting value for the short
lived enjoyment one gets from a bowl of soup. For the rest of
his life he considered Yaakov a thief. Could it be true that
Yaakov had caught Eisav at a weak moment and had not paid
f2ir value for the birthright? Sometimes value can change as
your point of view changes...

L 2 24

A poor chassidic man desperately needed money to
marry off his daughter, so he went to his rebbe to seek advice.
His rebbe gave him one ruble and told him to take advantage
of the very first business proposal that came his way.

The man thanked the rabbi and set off. On his way
home he entered a small hotel just as a group of businessmen
were completing a deal. One of the men told his friends to
watch as he played a joke upon the poor chassid who had
entered the room.

"Are you interested in doing business with me?" The
businessman asked.

"Certainly," answered the poor man. "What are you
selling?”

" will sell you my entire share in Olam Habah (his
reward in the world to come) for one ruble!"

The poor man wasted no time. He took out a piece of
paper and drew up a contract. He gave the rich man a ruble
and they both signed the document.

The three picture

ANSWERS TO PICTORE RIDDLES FOR
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The wealthy man enjoyed a few laughs at the
expense of the poor man and then went home. He
boasted to his wife about the humorous "deal’ he had
made, but was surprised by her reaction.

"You sold your Ofam Habah?" his wife cried. "l
refuse to remain married to a man who has no share
in the world to come. Go back and find that poor man.
Nullify your contract with him!"

The man sought out the chassid, but the
chassid refused to nullify the contract. "Sorry,” he
said, "business is business." Afraid of what his wife
might do, the rich man decided to tumn to the chassid's
rebbe. By this time he realized that his share in Olam
Habah was important and that the joke was on him.
He pleaded with the elderly rabbi to instruct his
follower to retum his share of world to come.

"Are you willing to pay for this?" the rebbe
asked.

“Certainly!" answered the man, "l will pay
whatever it takes to get back my Olam Habah and to
save my marriage.”

"This poor fellow needs to marry off his
daughter. If you pay for the wedding | will instruct him
to return your Olam Habah," the rebbe said.

The man did as he was told and was able to
reclaim his share in the world to come. He turned to
the rebbe and asked. "Just yesterday | sold my share
of the world to come for only one ruble. Today | had
to buy it back for many times that amount. Where is
the justice?"

The rebbe answered, "Yesterday your share of
the world to come was really only worth one ruble in
your eyes. You made a joke out of it. Now that you
have realized its true value it is worth much more!”

9 Sedya Stats

Note: In this section we refer to the Parsha as a
Sedra, and the term Parsha refers to the sections
separated by spaces in the Sefer Torah.

o 6" of 54 sedrasin the Torah

e 6" of 12 sedrasin Sefer Breishit

e Contains: 4 parshiot. 2 openand 2
closed (mmnw)

o 106 pesukim, ranks 29" (out of all the
sedras of the Torah in this category),
has the same number of pesukim as
Vayigash and Bo >

e 1432 words, ranks 34"
» 5426 letters, ranks 33
« None of the 613 mitzvot

Thanks to Torah Tidbits for permission to reprint
this column

CHAYEL SARA

also maintained the beauty ofa seven-year-old.

J 1. The first riddle tells the story of Efron, who at first offered

Avraham the cave of the Machpela for free. When Avraham insisted on paying, Efron named an astronomical price. 2.
Rivka didn't just give Eliezer's camels water, she kept on giving them water until they were no longer thirsty. 3. This riddle
hints at Rashi's words at the beginning of the parsha. Sarain her second century remained sinless like a 20-year-old, and
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